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Syllabus for the Examination to be held in Dec. 2017 onwards

Course No. : AA 301 (Theory)
Duration of Exam : 3 hrs.

Objective : The objective of this paper is to develop the comprehension, reading,
writing skills of the students through a study of literature and language. This would

stimulate and sharpen their aesthetic sensibility by a study of the selected English

Internal Assessment : 20

prose, poems and short stories.
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UNIT III : Short Stories
1) The Gold Frame - R.K. Laxman
1) Miyan’s Farm e Krishna Prem

UNIT IV : Grammar

)] Atticles

1) Punctuation and Capitalization
1ii) Change of voice

v) Modals and auxiliary verbs

UNIT V : Reading, Writing and Speaking Skills
) Ways of Reading, Rules of word stress

ii) Transcriptions of words

iii) Precis Writing

Mode of Examination

Section - A

This section will cover units I to Il and will have three long answer type questions

for 10 marks each with internal choice. The prescribed word limit will be 250-300

words.

Section - B

This section will cover units I to Il and will have five short answer type questions. The

candidates will be required to attempt any three. Each question will be of 6 marks and

the prescribed word limit will be 60-80 words.
Section - C

This section will have two questions of 16 marks each.

The first question will have four parts of four marks each. In each part seven

questions will be asked and the students will attempt four out of seven.
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The second questions will have three parts. The first two parts will be of four

marks each and will deal with part i and ii of unit V. In each part seven questions will

be set and the candidate will attempt any four in each part. The third part will be set

on precis writing and will carry eight marks. The questions will be set from the

prescribed text book.
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B.A./B.COM SEMESTER -1II1: GENERAL ENGLISH

Course No. : AA 301 (Theory) Title : General English
Semester-111 Unit -1
ESSAYS Lesson No:1

Go Kiss the World
By : Subroto Bagchi

UNIT STRUCTURE

1.1 Objectives

1.2 Introduction to the author

1.3 Go Kiss the World (Text)

14 Summary of the Essay

1.5  Central Idea of the Essay

1.6 Theme of the Essay.

1.7  LetUs Sumup

1.8 Glossary

1.9 Self- Assessment Questions
1.9.1 Short type questions

1.9.2 Multiple Choice Questions

9



1.10 Examination Oriented Questions

1.11 Reference and Suggested Readings

1.1.1 Objectives:
> The students will be able to infer the real meaning of success.
> The students will be able to improvise their ideas.

> The students will be able to agree with the author about the real purpose
of one’s actions.

1.2 Introduction to the Author:

Subroto Bagchi is a well known Indian entrepreneur and an innovative
business leader. He was born on 31 May 1957 in Odisha. His father was a
government officer. He spent his childhood in the tribal areas of Odisha. He
was a hard working student, he won many scholarships. During his career he
won many awards also. In 1957, he won the Best NCC Cadet award. In his
University days, he won the best Debater award. He was awarded Doctorate
in Literature by Utkal University though he was a student of Political Science.
Later on, he worked as the Chief Executive of Wipro’s Global R&D. He also
founded the Mind Tree, an IT Service Company. Bagchi is a motivational
leader and he has contributed immensely for the capacity building of young
entrepreneurs and leaders.

1.3 Go Kiss the World (Text)

I was the last child of a small-time government servant, in a family of five
brothers. My earliest memory of my father is as that of a District
Employment Officer in Koraput, Orissa. It was, and remains as back of
beyond as you can imagine. There was no electricity; no primary school
nearby and water did not flow out of a tap. As a result, I did not go to
school until the age of eight; I was home-schooled. My father used to get
transferred every year. The family belongings fit into the back of a jeep so
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the family moved from place to place and without any trouble, my mother
would set up an establishment and get us going. Raised by a widow who
had come as a refugee from the then East Bengal, she was a matriculate
when she married my father.

My parents set the foundation of my life and the value system, which makes
me what [ am today and largely, defines what success means to me today.

As District Employment Officer, my father was given a jeep by the
government. There was no garage in the office, so the jeep was parked in our
house. My father refused to use it to commute to the office. He told us that
jeep is an expensive resource given by the government- he retreated to us
that it was not ‘his jeep’ but the government’s jeep. Insisting that he would
use it only to tour the interiors, he would walk to his office on normal days.
He also made sure that we never sat in the government jeep- we could sit in
it only when it was stationery.

That was our early childhood lesson in governance- a lesson that corporate
managers learn the hard way, some never do.

The driver of the jeep was treated with respect due to any other member of my
father’s office. As small children, we were taught not to call him by his name. We
had to use the suffix ‘dada’ whenever we were to refer to him in public or private.
When I grew up to own a car and a driver by the name of Raju was appointed, I
repeated the lesson to my two small daughters. They have, as a result, grown up
to call Raju ‘Raju Uncle’ — very different from many of their friends who refer to
their family driver, as ‘my driver’. When I hear that term from a school-or college-
going person, I cringe.

To me, the lesson was significant-you treat small people with more respect than
how you treat big people. It is more important to respect your subordinates than
your Superiors.
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Our day used to start with the family huddling around my mother’s chulha-
an earthen fireplace she would build at each place of posting where she would
cook for the family. There was neither gas, nor electrical stoves. The morning
routine started with tea. As the brew was served, father would ask us to read
aloud the editorial page of The Stateman s ‘muffosil’ edition- delivered one
day late. We did not understand much of what we were reading. But the
ritual was meant for us to know that the world was larger than Koraput district
and the English I speak today, despite having studied in an Oriya medium
school, has to do with that routine. After reading the newspaper aloud, we
were told to fold it neatly. Father taught us a simple lesson.

He used to say, ‘you should leave your newspaper and your toilet, the way
you expect to find it’. That lesson was about showing consideration to others.
Business begins and ends with that simple precept.

Being small children, we were always enamoured with advertisements in the
newspaper for transistor radios-we did not have one. We saw other people having
radios in their homes and each time there was an advertisement of Philips, Murphy
or Bush radios, we would ask father when we could get one. Each time, my father
would reply that we did not need one because he already had five radios-alluding
to his five sons.

We also did not have a house of our own and would occasionally ask father as to
when, like others, we would live in our own house. He would give a similar reply,
‘We do not need a house of our own. I already own five houses.” His replies did
not gladden our hearts in that instant.

Nonetheless, we learnt that it is important not to measure personal success and
sense of well being through material possessions.

Government houses seldom came with fences. Mother and I collected
twigs and built a small fence. After lunch, my mother would never sleep.
She would take her kitchen utensils and with those she and I would dig the
rocky, white ant infested surroundings. We planted flowering bushes. The
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white ants destroyed them. My mother brought ash from her chulha and
mixed it in the earth and we planted the seedlings all over again. This time,
they bloomed. At that time, my father’s transfer order again. This time, they
bloomed. At that time, my father’s transfer order came. A few neighbours
told my mother why she was talking so much pain to beautify a government
house, why she was planting seeds that would only benefit the next occupant.
My mother relied that it did not matter to her that she would not see the
flowers in full bloom. She said, ‘I have to create a bloom in a desert and
whenever [ am given a new place, I must leave it more beautiful than
what I had indented.

That was my first lesson in success. It is not about what you create for yourself,
it is what you leave behind that defines success.

My mother began developing a cataract in her eyes when I was very small.
At that time, the eldest among my brothers got a teaching job at the
University in Bhubaneswar and had to prepare for the civil services
examination. So, it was decided that my mother would move to cook for him
and, as her appendage, I had to move too. For the first time in my life I
saw electricity in homes and water coming out of a tap, it was around
1965 and the country was going to war with Pakistan. My mother was
having problems reading and in any case, being Bengali, she did not know
the Oriya script. So, in addition to my daily chores, my job was to read her
the local newspaper-end to end. That created in me a sense of
connectedness with a large world. I began taking interest in many different
things. While reading out news about the war, I felt that [ was fighting the
war myself. She and I discussed the daily news and built a bond with the
larger universe. In it, we became part of a larger reality. Till date, I
measure my success in terms of that sense of larger connectedness.
Meanwhile, the war raged and India was fighting on both fronts. Lal
Bhadhur Shastri, the then Prime Minister, coined the term ‘Jai Jawan, Jai
Kishan’ and galvanized the nation in to patriotic fervour. Other than
reading out the newspaper to my mother, I had no clue about how I could
be part of the action. So, after reading her the newspaper, every day [ would
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land up near the University’s water tank, which served the community. I
would spend hours under it, imagining that there could be spies who would
come to poison the water and I had to watch for them. I would daydream
about catching one and how the next day, I would be featured in the
newspaper. Unfortunately for me, the spies at war ignored the sleepy town
of Bhubaneswar and I never got a chance to catch one in action. Yet, that
act unlocked my imagination.

Imagination is everything. If we can imagine a future, we can create it, If we can
create that future, others will live in it. That is the essence of success.

Over the next few years, my mother’s eyesight dimmed but in me she created a
larger vision, a vision with which I continue to see the world and, I sense, through
my eyes, she was seeing too. As the next few years unfolded, her vision
deteriorated and she was operated for cataract. I remember, when she returned
after her operation and she saw my face clearly for the first time, she was
astonished. She said, ‘Oh my God, I did not know you were so fair’. [ remain
mighty pleased with the adulation even till date. Within weeks of getting her
sight back, she developed a corneal ulcer and, overnight, became blind in both
eyes. That was 1969. She died in 2002. In all those 32 years of living with
blindness, she never complained about her fate even once. Curious to know
what she saw with blind eyes, I asked her once if she sees darkness. She replied,
‘No I do not see darkness. I only see light even with my eyes closed.” Until she
was eighty years of age, she did her morning yoga every day, swept her own
room and washed her own clothes.

To me, success is about the sense of independence; it is about not seeing the
world but seeing the light.

Over the many intervening years, I grew up, studied, joined the industry
and began to carve my life’s own journey. | began my life as a clerk in a
government office, went on to become a Management Trainee with the
DCM group and eventually found my life’s calling with the IT industry
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when fourth generation computers came to India in 1981. Life took me places-
I worked with outstanding people, challenging assignments and travelled all
over the world.

In 1992, while I was posted in the US, I learnt that my father, living a retired
life with my eldest brother, had suffered a third degree burn injury and was
admitted in the Safdarjung Hospital in Delhi. I flew back to attend to him-her
remained for a few days in critical stage, bandaged from neck to toe. The
Safdarjung Hospital is a cockroach infested, dirty, and inhuman place. The
overworked, under-resourced sisters in the burn ward are both victims and
perpetrators of dehumanized life at its worst. One morning, while attending to
my father, I realized that the blood bottle was empty and fearing that air
would go into his vein, I asked the attending nurse to change it. She bluntly
told me to do it myself. In that horrible theatre of death, I was in pain and
frustration and anger. Finally when she relented and came, my father opened
his eyes and murmured to her, ‘why have you not gone home yet?’ Here was
a man on his deathbed but more concerned about the overworked nurse than
his own state. [ was stunned at his stoic self.

There I learnt that there is no limit to how concerned you can be for another
human being and what the limit of inclusion is you can create.

My father died the next day. He was a man whose success was defined by his
principles, his frugality, his universalism and his sense of inclusion.

Above all, he taught me that success is your ability to rise above your discomfort,
whatever may be your current state. You can, if you want, raise your consciousness
above your immediate surroundings. Success is not about building material
comforts- the transistor that he never could buy or the house that he never
owned. His success was about the legacy he left, the memetic continuity of his
ideals that grew beyond the smallness of an ill-paid, unrecognized government
servant’s world.
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My father was a fervent believer in the British Raj. He sincerely doubted the
capability of the post-independence Indian political parties to govern the
country. To him, the lowering of the Union Jack was a sad event. My mother
was the exact opposite. When Subhash Bose quit the Indian National Congress
and came to Dacca, my mother, then a schoolgirl , garlanded him. She learnt
to spin khadi and joined an underground movement that trained her in using
daggers and swords. Consequently, our household saw diversity in the political
outlook of'the two. On major issues concerning the world, the Old Man and
the Old Lady had differing opinions.

In them, we learnt the power of disagreements, of dialogue and the essence of
living with diversity in thinking.

Success is not about the ability to create a definitive dogmatic end state; it is about

the unfolding of thought process, of dialogue and continuum.

Two years back, at the age of eighty-two, mother had a paralytic stroke and
was lying in a government hospital in Bhubaneswar. I flew down from the
US where [ was serving my second stint, to see her. [ spent two weeks with
her in the hospital as she remained in a paralytic state. She was neither getting
better nor moving on. Eventually [ had to return to work. While leaving her

behind, I kissed her face. In that paralytic state and a garbled voice, she said,

“Why are you kissing me, go kiss the world.” Her river was nearing its journey. At
the confluence of life and death, this woman who came to India as a refugee,
raised by a widowed mother, no more educated than high school, married to an
anonymous government servant whose last salary was rupees three hundred,
robbed for her eyesight by fate and crowned by adversity, was telling me to go
and kiss the world!

Success to me is about vision. It is the ability to rise above the immediacy of
pain. It is about imagination. It is about sensitivity to small people. It is
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1.4.

about building inclusion. It is about connectedness to a larger world existence.
It is about personal tenacity. It is about giving back more to life than you
take out of it. It is about creating extra-ordinary success with ordinary lives.

Thank you very much; I wish you good luck and God’s speed.
Go! Kiss the world!!!

Summary of the Essay

The present essay is a speech delivered by Subroto Bagchi to IIM students of
Bangalore in 2006. Go Kiss the World is a highly inspirational essay. It tells us
about the real meaning of success. The essay is based on author’s real life
experiences. In the beginning, the author tells us about his childhood days. Subroto
was the fifth child of his parents. His father was a government servant. When he
was eight years old he was sent to school for the first time. At that time, his father
was posted in a very remote area. His father used to get transferred every year.
His parents were very simple people but with high ideals. His mother was a
matriculate. His parents founded the basis of all the values in his life.

Subroto, illustrates many examples which directly or indirectly taught him the right
values from the beginning. His father was a District Employment Officer. He was
given a government jeep for official work but his father never misused this facility
provided by the government. He never used it for personal purpose. Even for
official purposes, he used it only when it was necessary. So this was the first
lesson which he learnt from his father.

Another important thing he learned was to treat the driver of the jeep with
respect. They called him, ‘dada’. He taught the same values to his daughter’s
also because Bagchi believes that one should respect them more than one’s

superiors.
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His father motivated the children to read The Statesman newspaper. This
habit developed English language skills though Bagchi had studied in Oriya
Medium School. After reading the newspaper they were told to keep it back,
folded neatly because his father believed that one should leave the things neat
and clean so that other’s can also used it properly.

In those days having a Radio was a luxury. Bagchi and his siblings used to
request their father to buy a Radio for them but he used to say that they don’t
need aradio as he had five radios, referring to his five sons. Even, when they
demanded a house, he would say he already had five houses. His statement
developed a sense of pride and confidence in them. They felt happy on hearing
this.

Bagchi’s mother also played a very important role in shaping their character.
Her hard working nature was imbibed by her children. Bagchi’s mother selfless
woman, wherever she went, she made that place beautiful by planting flowering
seeds . Sometimes the neighbours used to advise her that she should not do
so much hard work, after all they were government quarters. Moreover, if
they get transferred they won’t get any benefit. But she believed that she had
to create a flowering bloom even in desert. She must leave a beautiful place
behind her. So, Bagchi learned that the real meaning of success is to always
leave something good for others.

In 1965, Bagchi moved with his mother and his elder brother to
Bhuvaneshwar. Here he saw tap water and electricity for the first time.
Unfortunately, his mother developed cataract. So, Bagchi used to read the
newspaper aloud for his mother. In 1965, India was at war with Pakistan.
Bagchi says that he felt connected with larger universe while reading the
newspaper. This event also had a long lasting effect on his life. It openedhis
flight of imagination. He learnt that the real essence of success would be to
use imagination to create a good future for all. It was unfortunate that
his mother lost her eyesight due to cataract In her later years she
suffered from corneal ulcer. She had to live her next 32 years with
blindness. Till the age of 80 she used to do her morning yoga, she herself

18



cleaned her room and washed her own clothes. She was blind but she
remained independent till the last days of her life. Her determination inspired
Bagchi.

When Bagchi grew up he worked as a clerk in a government office. Later on,
after joining different jobs, he was posted in US in 1992. Another severe
incident happened which changed Bagchi’s outlook towards success. His
father received third degree burn injuries. Subroto came back from the US.
He attended to his father in Safdarjung Hospital in New Delhi. One morning,
Bagchi saw that the blood bottle was empty so he requested the nurse to
change it. Normally, the government hospitals and its workers are found in
horrible and dirty condition. The nurse treated them badly. When his father
opened his eyes he asked the nurse that why she had not gone home. Bagchi
was surprised to see that how a man burnt from head to toe can be so
concerned about the welfare of others. Here, he learnt that there is no limit of
true compassion for others. His father was a man of love for all. Success is
not just mere possession of material or luxuries. It’s real measure is to leave
behind a better world.

Another interesting thing was his parents had opposite political beliefs. His
father favoured the British Raaj, his mother was a supporter of Indian National
Congress. They never fought over this issue so the children learnt that two
people can stay together successfully even if they diverse views.

His parents last few moments of their lives also taught him unforgettable
lessons. At the age of eight-two, his mother had a paralysis Bagchi came
back from US to see his mother., She was almost on her death bed and
Bagchi had to go back to US, he kissed his mother’s forehead with much
sadness, his mother replied that why he was kissing her, rather he should
kiss the world, i.e. win the world. He was surprised to see his mother’s
greatness. She was not crying in pain. She could endure that pain. She
could rise above it. So he learned to rise above pain. Real success is about
being sensitive to all; about feeling spiritually connected to a larger
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1.5

world. It is about being courageous. It is about leaving the world a
beautiful place.

Central Idea of the Essay.

Action speak louder than words, this dictum is proved by Subroto Bagchi’s
parents. They practiced the values which they preached. It’s not enough to
just tell a child to follow the right path, if the parents actions are righteous then
the child automatically learns it from them. The way Bagchi’s mother used to
carry the household chores even in new places laid the foundation of self
reliance in her children. The feeling of togetherness which the entire family
had, while the mother cooked food on chullah, also helped Bagchi to learn the
importance of working as a team. Though there was no electricity and tap
water in Koraput, still the family lived a happy life. They were able to derive
joy even in difficult conditions. Luxury, lethargy and laxity had no place in
their family. Material possessions were immaterial to them. Hence, the children
were taught, right from the beginning that their aim is to do something bigger
and better, rather than just running after gathering material. Bagchi’s mother
remained blind for 32 years but Bagchi never saw her cribbing about her
blindness. In fact, she continued with her work, she kept her independence
intact. Her determination, discipline and diligence were remarkable. Bagchi
adopted his mother’s qualities. She was a successful woman because she
faced the difficulties of life with a lot of patience.

Bagchi’s father’s honesty, frugality and fatherly attitude towards all, developed
a sense of universalism in his sons. The way he respected his wife’s patriotism
while holding firm on his own belief was also surprising. He taught his children
to co-exist with diverse views. Hard work, integrity and compassion for all
the people around him made him a truly successful man. Bagchi’s parents
taught him to serve the world.

The essay, ‘Go Kiss the World gives a broader meaning of success. True

success does not mean gathering material goods, expensive cars or big
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1.6.

houses. It has nothing to do with personal possessions or power. The real
meaning of success is to follow the ideals of simple living and high thinking. It

is about having patience, endurance and an ability to serve others selflessly.

Parents play a very important role in laying the foundation of value system in
their children. The lessons learned in childhood days leaves a long lasting
impact. Like loyalty towards one’s institution is very important . Similarly,
treating one’s subordinates with respect is also important. How we utilise the
things and how we leave them for the use of others also needs to be paid
attention to. This shows that we do have concern for others.

Similarly, it’s not necessary that parents should immediately fulfil the demands
of their children rather they should develop a sense of independence and
sense of work in them. Like Bagchi’s father did when they demanded a

radio.

No matter what kind of environment is given to a person, he or she should
leave it in such a way that the coming generations find it beautiful. The way
Bagchi’s mother used to take care of government houses and the way she
used to create gardens out of desert is inspirational. Personal success is
immaterial and limited . Those who practise universalism they remain
compassionate even when they are in great pain. Thus, one should not have a
narrow meaning of success. One should follow the values of inclusion and an

ability to rise above personal pain.
Theme of the Essay

The essay ‘Go Kiss the World’ is based on the guiding principles and
values of Subroto Bagchi’s life. It is quite inspiring for young professionals.
The essay defines success in a comprehensive manner. The way Subroto
Bagchi was brought up it had shaped his mind and value systems. The
essay inspire us to be selfless, hard working and feel compassion for
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mankind. Successful people are those who are givers not takers. The
essence of life for them is seeking light in everyone.

Real success lies in building inclusion. It lies in keeping one’s sense of
universalism alive till the last breath. It’s not necessary that one has to be
extraordinary to be successful. Ordinary people with their simple actions can
also create happiness for others. They possess the deep vision to see the
universal light in all. Their imaginations makes them achieve extraordinary
feat. Material possessions are unimportant to them. Since they are free from
any kind of greed they are the ones who are able to feel the connectedness to
a larger world existence.

Honesty, courage and a sense of gratitude makes them truly successful. Hence,
Subroto Bagchi learnt these basic principles from his parents. He was amazed to
see their compassion for others even when they were on their deathbed. They had
the ability to rise above the immediacy of pain. Subroto Bagchi feels indebted to
them.

1.7. LetUs Sum Up

‘Go Kiss the World’ tells us about the principles which can make us successful.
Surprisingly, it doesn’t talk about the limited definition of success which is
popular in the modern times. It talks about the broader definitions of success
that involves the welfare of mankind. That talks about inclusiveness, sacrifice,
giving and not taking. Bagchi learnt these principles from his mother and father.
Their lives, their actions, their thinking till the last breath laid the strong
foundation about,life that made Bagchi share his personal experience with
today’s youngsters.

1.8  Glossary

Commute : Travel some distance between one’s home

and place of work on aregular basis.
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Reiterate

Cringe
Huddling
Cataract
Precept
Gladden
Appendage
Adulation

Infested

Bluntly
Dehumanized
Murmur
Stunned
Stoic
Inclusion

Frugality

Fervent Believer

Universalism

Say something again or a number of times, typically
For emphasis or clarity.

Disgust, aversion, distaste

To sit together.

Disease leading to blurred vision, weak eyesight.
Rule, Law

Delight, rejoice, happy

Close to, assist.

Praise

Presence of insects like cockroaches in large

numbers in a place.

Coldlyrefused

Not fit for humans

Speak in a low voice

Shocked

Indifferent to pain or pleasure, stable.
Embracement, encompassment.

Economical, a person who doesn’t spend money

unnecessarily.
Strong Believer

The beliefthat all mankind can be saved.
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Union Jack : The British National Flag.

Adversity : Difficulty

Tenacity : Courage

1.9 Self Assessment Questions

1.9.1 Short Answer Type Questions

Ql)  Who laid the foundation of values in Bagchi’s Life?

Ans  Subroto Bagch’s mother and father laid the foundation of values in his
life.

Q2) Why Bagchi’s father refused to use Government’s jeep for personal
purpose ?

Ans  Bagchi’s father was very conscious about the use of public resources. He was
loyal to his institution hence he never misused government property.

Q3) Why is it important to respect one’s subordinate more than one’s
superior ?

Ans  Itisimportant to respect one’s subordinates because of humanitarism. Any man
who earns his bread with dignity should be respected just like one’s superiors.

Q4)  Which activity helped Bagchi in learning English language ?

Ans  Bagchi’s father made him read the newspaper, The Statesman, daily, this habit of
reading helped him learn English language though he had studied in Oriya Medium
School.

Q5)  Why Bagchi’s mother planted seeds in government accommodation?
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Ans  Bagchi’s mother believed in leaving a better place than it was found hence she

planted seeds in government houses.

Q6)  Whatis the role of imagination in one’s success?

Q7)  What are the values that the writer learnt from his mother ?

Q8.  Why Bagchi’s parent did not encourage them to gather material goods ?

Q9.  Howdid the nurse treat Bagchi’s father in the hospital ?

Q10. Whatis the meaning of'the title, ‘Go Kiss the World.?’
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1.9.2

Multiple Choice Questions

In which year Subroto Bagchi was born?

a. 1957 b. 1960

c. 1961 d. 1962

Who was a refugee from East Bengal in the essay, Go Kiss the World?
a. Bagchi’s father b. Bagchi’s mother

c. Raju Uncle d. The Nurse

Who said, ‘ you should leave your newspaper and your toilet, the way you expect
to find it?’

a. Bagchi’s mother b. Elder brother

c. Father d. The neighbours

To whom, Bagchi’s father referred to as © five radios’ and ‘five houses’?
a. To his sons b. To his property

c. To his job d. To his position

For how many years Bagchi’s mother lived with blindness?

a. 40 years b. 12 years

C. 32 years d. 60 years
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10.

. How Bagchi learnt the sense of larger connectedness?

a. By doing household work
b. By working in a Company
c. By goingto the U.S

d. By reading and discussing daily news during 1965 Indo-Pak War.

. Complete the sentence, ¢ Why are you kissing me, go kiss the

a. Earth b. Sky

c. World d. Universe

. Who used to spend time near water tank imaging that the enemies would

poison it?
a. The nurse b. Elder brother
C. Subroto Bagchi d. Rajuuncle.

. Inwhich year Bagchi joined the IT industry?

a. 1981 b. 1990

C. 1991 d. 1992.

To whom, the speech on ¢ Go Kiss the World was addressed to?
a. To the students of U.S

b. To the graduate at [IM Bangalore in 2006

c. To his own children

d. To a general audience in 2005.
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1.10 Examination Oriented Question

QI.  Whatis the true meaning of the success?

Q2.  Whatkind of life Bagchi’s family had to lead in Koraput?
Q3.  Discuss the main ideas of the essay, * Go Kiss the World.
Q4.  Justifythetitle, ‘Go Kiss The World.

Q5.  Why sense of universalism is important for true success?
Q6.  Describe how Bagchi’s life was influenced by his father.

Q7. Isitpossible that people with diverse political outlook can live together?
Discuss in the light of the given essay.

Q8.  Describe the last moments of Bagchi’s parent’s . How it left an indelible mark
on Bagchi’s mind?

1.11  Reference And Suggested Readings
e Bagchi’s Subroto. Go Kiss the World. Penguin India, New Delhi . 2008.
e Xu, Kevin, The Traveller s Gift. Mebo International
e Slobotski, Jeff. Give and Take. Router Ventures.

Answer Key MCQ

Ql. (a) Q2 (b) Q3 (¢) Q4. (a) Q5. (¢) Q6. (d)
Q7. () Q8 (c) Q9 (a) Q10. (b)
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2.1 Objectives:

» The students will be able to identify the effects of different kinds of attitudes
towards life.

» The students will be able to prepare themselves for facing different
challenges in life.

» The students will be able to recognize different new expressions in English
language.

2.2 Introduction to the Author:-

The optimist, Archibald Joseph Cronin was born on 19 July 1896 in Scotland.
By profession, he was a doctor but his inclination towards literature and his keen
observation of human nature, led him to become a writer. It happened, when once
he was working as a Medical Inspector of Mines he observed that the doctors
were following unethical practices to become rich, he decided to write a novel
about it. The title of novel was The Citadel. This novel became popular and
established him as a writer. Not only this, it inspired the formation of National
Health Services as well as it introduced medical ethics also. Cronin’s other popular
works are The Stars Look Down, Hatter’s Castle, The Key of the Kingdom,
The Green Years, The Minstrel Boy, Three Loves, Country Doctor and
Enchanted Snow. His books became so popular that they were translated into
many languages. Some of his stories have been adapted into films and T.V series
also. It’s not that all was rosy in his life, in 1930, the doctors examined him and
declared that he was suffering from a chronic duodenal ulcer. Owing to illness, he
was directed by the doctors to take complete rest for at least six months in
country side. It is here he started writing stories. Hatter s Castle, his first novel
was written here. It became immensely popular and Cronin, thereafter, decided
to become a full time author. Cronin’s narrative style, deep sense of observation,
compassion for fellow beings and light humour made him a popular writer. He
received many awards and recognitions for his literary work. One of them was
National Book Award for Favourite Novel of 1937, for The Citadel in U.S.
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Cronin’s sense of social responsibility made him an unforgettable author. Cronin
left this mortal world in 1981.

2.3 Don’tBe Sorry For Yourself (Text)

Last summer, on the Channel Island of Jersey, on a cliff overlooking the harbour, I
came upon a worn moss-covered bench. A century ago, when Victor Hugo was in
exile, persecuted by his beloved France, it was here that he climbed every evening
and, gazing into the sunset, gave himself up to profound meditation, at the end of
which he would rise and, selecting a pebble of varying size-sometimes small, at other
times large-he would cast it, with satisfaction, into the water beneath. This behaviour
did not escape the notice of some children who played nearby, and on evening a little
girl, bolder than the rest, pushed forward.

‘Monsieur Hugo, why do you come here to throw these stones?’

The great writer was silent; then he smiled gravely. ‘Not stones, my child. I am throwing
self-pity into the sea.’

In this symbolic act there is a powerful lesson for the world of today. So many of us,
despite our manifold advantage have developed to an inordinate degree the capacity for
being sorry for ourselves. We are forever alert to find cause for personal grievance in the
working of our social, economic or political system. The small things and the great-an
unpunctual morning train, the threat of atomic annihilation-are alike provocative of our
woe. We dwell on the difficulties and dangers, the tensions and complexities of modern
life.

How damaging such thinking may be is found in the words of Seneca. ‘In thoughts of self-
commiseration,” he declares, ¢ a man will discover no advantage but will rather incline
towards deterioration and softening of himself, and with this there will come upon him a
growing indifference to his fellow men.’ In essence, the basis of self pity is selfishness.
People who are sorry for themselves can never be truly sorry for others.

As a young doctor practising in a mining district of Wales I was called to the wife
of a colliery manager, a great lump of a man, a glib talker, who acted as lay
preacher in chapel on Sundays and was regarded as a moral leader in the village.
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The wife was a quiet, subdued woman, a model housekeeper, a devoted and —I suspected
—an uncomplaining wife. When I examined her, I discovered advanced, inoperable
malignant disease of the liver. Sadly, I broke the news to her husband that she had
but a short time to live. I shall never forget his incredible words. Shocked, clutching
my arm, he instinctively revealed himself: ‘My God doctor, when she’s gone what
will happen to me?’

In my early days as an author I was occasionally asked to lunch by the woman editor
of'a popular magazine. Attractive, with an assured position and an excellent salary,
she had a charming flat, a car and chauffeur; she enjoyed excellent health and had no
family troubles of any kind. Yet to hear her talk was to account her the most wretched
being on earth.

From the soup to the sweet she poured into my ear a succession of lamentations on the
harrowing pattern of her existence, the difficulties of her job, the noise made the night
before by the people giving a party in the flat above her. On it would go until I felt beaten
down mentally and physically and she, at the end, diffused an intolerable sense of the
misery of being alive. In truth, she had little to complain of, but by brooding on her troubles,
real or imaginary she had magnified them out of all proportion to their importance, and
simply could not escape from them.

No living creature is more to be pitied than the man who thinks that his personal pains and
problems constitute the centre of the cosmos. How often does the physician hear in the
privacy of his office the mournful plaint: Doctor, I m, not well.......I'm on edge.......... I've
no interest in life........... L., I’. Yes, always that inevitable ‘I’, the cry of the wounded,
self-pitying ego. In the opinion of Professor Jung, one-third of the cases that came to his
nerve clinic were suffering solely from the disastrous effects of constantly being sorry for
themselves.

Doubt and fear, the great enemies of human advancement, are born in the
darkness of self-pity, and if we yield to them we thwart ourselves at every step.
We can rise, conquer and achieve only by lifting our thoughts away from
ourselves, by realizing that in achievement, of whatever kind, the selflessness of
the effort is the measure of the result. We shall reach full stature only when we
cease to revile and complain. When we no longer protest against circumstances,
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but begin to use them as an aid to our progress, then shall we discover the
hidden powers and possibilities within ourselves.

Thus, when trouble, real trouble, strikes at us we shall have learned to make a virtue
of adversity, to face it bravely and turn it to good account. If we think correctly and
courageously, there is no misfortune inherent in human existence that we cannot turn
to our ultimate advantage. Within the compass of my own experience I have seen this
proved to be true.

A young friend of mine, already recognized as a promising painter before the Second
World War, was shot down in his Spitfire in the Battle of Britain. He sustained two broken
legs and a skull fracture which severed the optic tract and left him completely blind. When
he came out of hospital, where he nearly died, I went to see him, expecting to find, in a
wheel-chair, the pitiful wreckage of'a man. Instead I found him propped up on crutches
enthusiastically making arrangements with wooden blocks on a high worktable. ‘Since I
can’t paint anymore,” he smiled, ‘I’ m going to have a shot at building house.’ Today, he
is one of the foremost architects in Britain.

And again............ in my Scottish hometown there lived until recently a little old woman of
eighty. Left a widow at the age of twenty-six by the accidental death of her husband, with
five young sons and no means of support, she set to work and by incredible perseverance
and self-sacrifice succeeded in education her boys through the university and in seeing
them all rise in various professions to position of importance. When I asked her, as I did-
since she was my grandmother-how in the world she had accomplished this, all that she
would say, quite without pride, was: I was never one to sit down and be sorry for myself.’

Innumerable instances could be given of other indomitable souls who, in the face
of great misfortune have refused to surrender to self-pity. Consider how Helen
Keller, incredibly afflicted has become one of the foremost world citizens of our
day; how Robert Louis Stevenson, riddled with tuberculosis, produced
masterpieces of literature; how Father Damien, dying of leprosy, still continued
his wonderful work amongst the suffers of this dreaded disease. Consider how
countless unknown, ordinary people have overcome illness, hardships, continuous
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pain, and live their lives cheerfully, successfully, in an unsung epic of uncomplaining
heroism. Consider this and then, If you dare, be sorry for yourself.

The ancient Greek proverb, ‘As a man thinketh, so is he’ contains the key to
the entire problem. It is so easy to think wrongly, not only in respect of major
difficulties that confront us, but even in the trivia of everyday life. On holiday in
France last month, arriving with a friend at a favourite hotel, we were
unexpectedly forestalled by two coach-loads of excursionists. They were
Germans, of the peasant class; they rushed and shouted, held us up for half an
hour at the reception desk and later, in the dinning-room, boisterously exuberant
in their shirt-sleeves, delay the service intolerably. I was about to protest when
my companion, a surgeon with a long record of public service, turned to me with
a sympathetic chuckle:

‘After all they went through under Hitler in the war, isn’t it fine to see these good
people enjoying themselves?’

How right had been his thinking! I felt ashamed of my own.

Our thoughts have the power to make or unmake us; on the wheel of thought we
may edge the weapons of tragic self-immolation, but we may also shape the tools
to build for ourselves an abode of joy and peace. Should we not resolve then, to
think less of ourselves and more of others; to count our blessing in this fruitful
and abundant land; to discipline our minds against self-commiseration; to
acknowledge and appreciate, in this age of rush and anxiety, the quite
compensations of life? They are all around us, heedlessly passed over by so many-
the beauty of a sunset or of the stars at night, the tranquil delights of a country
walk, the budding of the trees in spring.

And if, despite all this, we should find ourselves in danger of succumbing to an attack
of private misery, let us remember old Victor Hugo and his evening rite upon that
Channel cliff. To enact it, simply gather your sorrows together, visualize them as a
stone, and fling them from you with all the strength you possess. You will feel the
better of it.
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24 Summary of the Text:-

Cronin has beautifully portrayed the different shades of life which often one becomes
apart of. Since, life is a journey and one is ought to face challenges at different stages,
he tells us how we can face them. In the beginning of the essay, Don t be Sorry for
Yourself he gives the example of great French writer, Victor Hugo. When Hugo was
exiled from France, he spent his time on the Channel Island of Jersey, it is one of the
Islands in the British Channel. Hugo used to spend long time sitting on a high steep
rock facing the sea. He used to watch the rising sea waves. After meditation on the
rock he used to get up and throw stones in the sea. Some children noted this action
and one day, out of them, one little girl came and asked Mr. Hugo that why he threw
stones in the sea daily. Mr. Hugo smilingly replied that those were not stones but he
was throwing self-pity into the sea.

What is self-pity? Well, it is a feeling of not being able to accept a situation or
circumstances in life. It is a negative feeling. We can also say that self-pity is a
destructive approach towards life. So, Victor Hugo was throwing away all the negative
thoughts though he was facing difficulties, he was exiled from his country. He faced
the difficult times with courage. Hence, Cronin tells his readers to avoid any such
emotion that makes them believe that they are the victims of unfortunate
circumstances. People have the habit of being sorry for themselves even on minor
issues, like, an unpunctual train. Self —pity also affects one’s spiritual growth. Since,
modern life is complex we should avoid self-pity. Cronin further gives example of a
great Roman writer Seneca who said that self-commiseration or self pity will only
lead to degradation and selfishness.

Cronin again narrates a funny example, once he was posted as a doctor in Wales
district and he happened to visit the house of a Coal mine manager. The manager’s
wife was suffering from some incurable liver disease. It was sad that there was no
cure for that liver disease. Her life could not be saved. Cronin broke this news to the
husband. The husband replied in a shock, ‘My God, doctor, when she’s gone (dead)
what will happen to me?” So, those who are selfish, they think about themselves only
even in such critical condition.
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In another humourous us example Cronin tells us about a woman editor of a popular
magazine. She had everything which life could offer but still she kept on
complaining in such a way as if she was the most unlucky person in the world.
While talking to her over lunch Cronin came to the conclusion that she considered
herself as the most pitiable creature in the world.

Basically, our ego, that, ‘I’ syndrome never allows us to think beyond us and hence
we develop a number of limitations, unknowingly. Professor Jung, the famous
psychologist, told that one —third of his patients were victims of self-pity only. Self-
pity is harmful because it develops doubt and fear in a person.

Cronin suggests that we should strongly avoid self-pity because it will never
allow us to develop our full potential. Life is going to throw challenges, it will
offer difficulties, it should depend on us how we deal with them. We should
practice positivity so that when real danger comes we would be able to deal with
that.

Cronin further gives example of a brave soldier from the Second World War. He
says, one of his friend was a talented painter but during the war he joined the Army. In
the war, he received critical injuries, besides, wounds all over his body. Due to skull
fracture, he completely became blind. When Cronin went to see his friend in the
hospital he was surprised to see his positive attitude. His friend was working ‘with
wooden blocks on a high worktable.” Later on, the same man became the most famous
architect in Britain.

Cronin carries on with another example. This time he gives example of his own
grandmother. Who is now eighty years old. She became a widow when she was only
twenty six. She was a mother of five sons at that time and she had no job . But she
worked and she brought up her five sons all alone without anybody’s support. She
made sure that her sons got the best education and now her sons are well settled.
Cronin asked his grandmother that how she achieved all that. She replied that she
never stopped and she never felt sorry for herself.
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There are hundreds of examples, where people have fought against difficulties. For
example, the life of Helen Keller, R L Stevenson & Father Damien. In fact, there are
so many ordinary people doing extraordinary works in their lives. Just think about
those people and you will be filled with optimism.

Cronin states a Greek proverb which says,” ‘As a man thinketh, so is he,’ that
means if you feed your mind with seeds of positive thoughts, you will think
positively and if you have negative thoughts it will develop into a negative attitude
towards everything.

Cronin says that even in minor instances of day to day life one should keep a
cool attitude. Our thoughts have the power to make us or ruin us . If we have a
cool attitude we will be joyful and peaceful. It can be done only through
disciplining our minds. If we love our fellow-beings, if we are not selfish, we
will be able to achieve a positive attitude towards life. The love for nature, for
people, for the creatures of earth teaches us to be hopeful, loving and joyful. If
anyhow, self-pity tries to attack us we should remember what Victor Hugo used
to do. We should throw self-pity out and free our minds.

2.5  Central Idea of the Essay

If we consider our lives as valuable, precious and an opportunity then we will
be able to achieve our full potential along with that we will be able to live our
lives joy fully. But if we keep on complaining about everything around us then in
good things will appear bad. So, our mental attitude is prepared with the kinds
seeds of thoughts which we sow in our minds. One should not indulge in one’s
sorrows or misfortunes. Because, it develops into a habit.

The damaging effect of self-pity can be accessed from Seneca’s statement that if
a person keeps on indulging in self-pity, he/she will never be able to focus on the
advantages he has in his life. Such feelings make that person selfish. A person
who is selfish will only limit or confine himself/herself and lead a deteriorated
life. Like the coal manager, what a pity? His wife was dying and he was least
concerned about that. He only thought about the discomforts he will have after her
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death. Similarly, the lady editor of a magazine whom Cronin met our lunch, she had
everything which the world could offer yet she had complaints about everything. Her
negative attitude made her look like a pitiable creature.

Constantly being sorry for one-self leads to depression, sadness and ultimately lack
of self-esteem. Slowly and gradually such people lose their capacity to grow in their
lives. Doubt and fear overpower them hence one should be brave enough to keep
away negative emotions. [f one is selfless and has the capacity to connect to the
larger world around him or such people would be able to live with enthusiasm, like
the soldier who was injured and blinded in the Second World War. Despite such
difficulties he became a famous architect.

If someone pays attention to the beautiful nature around them, even from there, one can
draw alot of inspiration. The beauty of sunrise and sunset, the starry nights, the blooming
trees, in fact, all the events of nature teach us to be happy. The sense of larger connectedness
helps us to broaden our horizon. It helps us to count our blessings and utilize our lives
better while we are alive.

The writer tells the readers to remain free from the thoughts of self-pity. He
gives many motivational and inspirational examples from real life like the way.
Victor Hugo overcame the feeling of self pity. Cronin gives example of those
people, who suffer from self pity. Basically such people are selfish like the coal
mine manager and the lady, an editor of a popular magazine. Self-pity is a
damaging attitude. It leads to doubt and fear. These two elements are dangerous
because a person suffering from doubt and fear will never be able to develop
his/her full potential. Self-pity also makes us magnify even a small problem.
Hence, one should avoid this negative emotion. It can be done through believing
in one’s capability and by developing love for everyone around us including the
beautiful nature that surrounds us. We should channelize our thoughts in a positive
direction then only we will be able to enjoy life.

2.6  Theme Of The Essay

Cronin makes people aware of the damaging effects of self-pity. One should count
one’s blessings rather than feeling sorry for oneself. It is a waste of time if we
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keep on dwelling on the problems of life whether at the social front or in personal
life. Constant focus on self-pity leads to deterioration of one’s capabilities. The basis
of self-pity is selfishness. Selfish people never feel any compassion for others.
Constant lamentations, complaints and self-pitying ego is harmful for one’s spiritual
growth. Doubt and fear are the worst enemies of mankind. One need to discover
one’s true potential by accepting the adversities and turning them into opportunities.
No matter what the circumstances are human beings have the capacity to come out
of it with the help of determination, strong will power and positive attitude.

In order to develop a strong character, a person should pay attention to his/her thought
process. Training and disciplining of mind is essential for developing an optimistic
attitude. It’s very important to learn that ‘As a man thinketh, so is he.” The thoughts
with which you feed your mind; you will turn out to be that only.

2.7 LetUsSum Up

The essay, ‘Don 't be Sorry for Yourself.’ is an eye-opener towards the negative
effects of self-pity. Constantly being sorry for oneself hampers a person’s ability to
grow and explore his capabilities. Imaginary troubles are magnified if someone indulges
in self-pity. In order to face real troubles we should leave our ego and selfishness.
Broad mindedness, love for nature and compassion for all, helps us being lighter and
achieve great feats in life. Thoughts are very powerful hence we should make sure
that we think in a way that it shapes our mind for the betterment of all.

2.8 Glossary

Chff - High, steep overhanging face of a rock.
Cast - Throw

Victor Hugo - French Poet and novelist (1802-85)
Monsieur - Mister in French

Commiserate - To express self pity

39



Inordinate
Provocative

Woe

Colliery

A great lump of aman
Incredible

Assured position
Wretched

Harrowing

Thwart

Spitfire

Propped up
Crutches
Perseverance
Accomplished
Indomitable
In-numerable
Confront
Forestalled
Trivia
Unmake
Resolve
Compensations

Needlessly

- Excessive

- Causing anger

- Misery, sorrow

Coal mine

- Dull witted

- Impossible to believe

- High position or good status
- Unhappy

- Horrible

- Prevent someone from accomplishing

something.

- Name of a British fighter airplane used in World

War-11
- Supported firmly
- Wooden sticks for support.
- Constant effort
- Achieved
- Unconquerable.
- Countless, large number
- Come face to face with
- Prevented
- Ordinary, minor
- Ruin, mar, undo.
- Make up one’s mind.
(Here) rewards.

- Carelessly
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Tranquil - Peaceful

Rite - Ritual, ceremony
2.9. Self Assessment Questions

2.9.1 ShortAnswer Type Questions

QIl)  Whatis Self-pity ?

Ans:  Self-pity is a person’s belief that he or she is a victim of unfortunate
circumstances.

Q2)  Whatis the role of ‘thinking’ in shaping one’s attitude towards life ?

Ans.  ‘Asaman thinketh, so he is’. The thoughts we feed our minds with, converts it’
into actions. Hence if we think positive it will be reflected in our behaviour.

Q3 Why do you think the lady editor feels herselfto be a wretched creature ?
Ans.

Q4) Name the two great enemies of human growth?

Ans.
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Q5) How the blind soldier is able to become a successful architect ?

Ans.

2.9.2 Multiple Choice Questions

I. Which famous author was exiled from France ?
a. Gustave Flaubert b. Victor Hugo
c. Charles Baudelaire d. Balzac
2. In which district Cronin was practising as a doctor ?
a. Hampshire b. Yorkshire
c. Wales d. Glasgow

3. Which individual should be pitied ?

a. The one who thinks his personal problems constitutes the centre of the
universe.

b. The one who is an optimist.

C. The one who faces real troubles with courage.

d. The one who keeps his hope alive.

4. How can we face misfortunes ?
a. If we think correctly and courageously.
b. By complaining constantly.
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c. By magnifying our problems.

d. With the help of self-pity.

5. What was the relation of the author with the eight year old Scottish woman?
a. She was Cronin’s aunt.
b. She was Cronin’s Cousin.
c. She was Cronin’s Grandmother.
d. She was not related to Cronin.
6. ‘Our___ have the power to make or unmake us’ Fill in the blank with an
appropriate word.
a. Thoughts
b. Relatives
C. Money
d. None of the above

2.10 Examination Oriented Question

Q1 How self-pity leads to deterioration? Elaborate with the help of illustrations from
the text.

Q2.  Whatis the basis of self-pity ?
Q3.  What are the ways of overcoming self-pity ?
Q4.  What are the disastrous effects of constantly being sorry for oneself ?

Q5.  Why should we discover the hidden powers and possibilities within
ourselves ?
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Q6.  Give examples from the test about the people who have overcome difficulties
successfully.

Q7.  Haveyou ever seen across the people who faced difficulties courageously?
Q8.  Give examples from your real life?
2.11 REFERENCE AND SUGGESTED READINGS

e Salwak, Dale. 4.J.Cronin. Boston: Twayne’s English Authors Series, 1985.

e Davies, Alam. 4.J. Cronin. The Man Who Created Dr. Finlay. Alma Books,
2011.

o The University of Glasgow Story: Biography of A.J. Cronin.

Answer Key MCQ’s

Ql. (b) Q2 (¢) Q3 (a) Q4 (a) Q5 (¢) Q6 (a)
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3.12 Reference and Suggested Readings
3.1 Objectives

In general, languages are constantly evolving, usually very slowly over time. But
over the last decade, our language has taken a great leap forward because of the
modern technology and globalisation. The phenomena called globalisation gave rise
to the need for an efficient way of communication and this made the knowledge of
English language necessary. The domain of English is today a basic need for any
professional in any major area. The internationalisation of manpower made nations
adopt English as the official language of the world and the learning of this language
opens doors for personal, professional and cultural development. The English
language has always been evolving. The language spoken during the Middle Ages is
entirely different from the everyday language used today. But in today’s modern
world the Internet has majorly impacted the lexical, phonetic and syntactic standards
of the English language. So, it is very important in today’s time that the emphasis
should be on the communicative part of the English language rather than its being
‘correct’ and ‘good’. Therefore a brief study of the recording Spoken English and
Broken English by George Bernard Shaw can surely help students understand the
basics of the language and in its efficient communication process.

3.2 Introduction to the Author

George Bernard Shaw was an Irish playwright and he was also an essayist, a literary
critic, novelist and short story writer. He was the first person to be awarded both
a Nobel Prize and an Academy Award, receiving the 1925 Nobel Prize in
Literature and sharing the 1938 Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay for
the film version of Pygmalion. Shaw turned down all other awards and honours,
including the offer of a knighthood. Shaw was highly influenced by Shakespeare
and Chekov, and Ibsen.

He was born on 26" July 1856 in Dublin. Bernard grew up in an
atmosphere of genteel poverty, which to him was more humiliating than being
merely poor. At first, Shaw was tutored by a clerical uncle as he basically rejected
the schools he then attended and by the time he was 16, he started working in a
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land agent’s office. In 1873 Shaw resolved to become a writer and moved to
London where his mother was residing with his two daughters. Shaw developed a
wide knowledge of music, art, and literature as a result of his mother’s influence
and his visits to the National Gallery of Ireland and later established as a respected
theatre and music critic in London. Although his first profitable writing was music
and literary criticism, in which capacity he wrote many highly articulate pieces of
journalism, his main talent was for drama and he wrote more than 60 plays. He had
also written fictions but they failed utterly. The semi-autobiographical and aptly
titled Immaturity written in 1879 (published in 1930), repelled every publisher in
London. His next four novels were similarly refused, as were most of the articles he
submitted to the press for a decade. Shaw’s initial literary work earned him less
than 10 shillings a year.

Despite his failure as a novelist in the 1880s, Shaw found himself during this
decade. He became a vegetarian, a socialist, a spellbinding orator, a polemicist, and
tentatively a playwright. He became the force behind the newly founded (1884) Fabian
Society, a middle-class socialist group that aimed at the transformation of English
society. Shaw involved himself in every aspect of its activities, most visibly as editor
of one of the classics of British socialism, Fabian Essay in Socialism (1889), to
which he also contributed two sections.

Eventually, in 1885, the drama critic William Archer found Shaw through his
journalistic work. His early journalism ranged from book reviews and art criticism
to brilliant musical columns. Shaw had a good understanding of music, particularly
opera. But Shaw truly began to make his mark when he was recruited by Frank
Harris to the Saturday Review as a theatre critic. In his position as a theatre critic,
he used all his wit and polemical powers to displace the artificialities and hypocrisies
of the Victorian stage with a theatre of vital ideas. By this time he had embarked in
earnest on a career as a playwright and used all these ideas in his own plays.

Shaw published a collected edition of his plays in 1934, comprising forty-
two works. He wrote a further twelve in the remaining sixteen years of his life,
mostly one-act pieces. Shaw’s most important plays are Widower s Houses (1892)
which concerns the landlords of slum properties and introduces the first of
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Shaw’s New Women—a recurring feature of later plays. Other important plays are
The Philanderer (1893) which develops the theme of the New Woman and were
highly influenced by Ibsen, Arms and the Man (1894) which conceal beneath a mock-
comic romance, a Fabian parable contrasting impractical idealism with pragmatic
socialism. Another important play by Shaw is Candida and its central theme revolves
around a woman’s choice between two men; the play contrasts between the aspirations
and idealism. Other important plays by Shaw are You Never Can Tell (1896), The
Devil’s Disciple (1896), Caesar and Cleopatra (1898) and Captain Brassbound's
Conversion (1899) and all of them centers on the questions of empire and imperialism,
one of the major topic of political discourse in the 1890s. These are set respectively
in America, Ancient Egypt and Morocco.

Shaw’s another major plays address individual social, political or ethical
issues. In Man and Superman (1902), Shaw gives his interpretation of creative
evolution. The Admirable Bashville (1901) focuses on the imperial relationship
between Britain and Africa. John Bull's Other Island (1904) comically depicts the
prevailing relationship between Britain and Ireland. Major Barbara (1905) presents
ethical questions in an unconventional way, confounding expectations that in the
depiction of an armaments manufacturer on the one hand and the Salvation Army on
the other the moral high ground must invariably be held by the latter. The Doctor s
Dilemma (1906) a play about medical ethics and moral choices in allocating scarce
treatment, was described by Shaw as a tragedy.

Shaw also wrote short plays that are comedies and they range from
the deliberately absurd Passion, Poison, and Petrifaction (1905) to the
satirical Press Cuttings(1909).0One of most important play by Shaw is
Pygmalion (1912), and it is a Shavian study of language and speech and
their importance in society and in personal relationships. The Apple
Cart (1929) was Shaw’s last popular success. He gave both that play and
its successor, Too True to Be Good (1931), the subtitle “A political
extravaganza”, although the two works differ greatly in their themes. Shaw’s
plays of the 1930s were written in the shadow of worsening national and
international political events. Like the earlier decade of his writings, Shaw’s
later plays were generally comedies and others addressed various political
and social preoccupations.
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George Bernard Shaw was not merely the best comic dramatist of his time
but also one of the most significant playwrights in the English language since the
17th century. Some of his greatest works for the stage—Caesar and Cleopatra, the
“Don Juan in Hell” episode of Man and Superman, Major Barbara, Heartbreak
House, and Saint Joan—have a high seriousness and prose beauty that were
unmatched by his stage contemporaries. His development of a drama of moral passion
and of intellectual conflict and debate, his revivifying of the comedy of manners,
and his ventures into symbolic farce and into a theatre of disbelief helped shape the
theatre of his time and after. A visionary and mystic whose philosophy of moral
passion permeates his plays, Shaw was also the most trenchant pamphleteer since
Swift, the most readable music critic in English, the best theatre critic of his generation,
a prodigious lecturer and essayist on politics, economics, and sociological subjects,
and one of the most prolific letter writers in literature. Nearly all his writings address
prevailing social problems with a vein of comedy. By bringing a bold critical
intelligence to his many other areas of interest, he helped mould the political,
economic, and sociological thought of three generations.

33 Transcript of Spoken English and Broken English
Let me introduced myself, Bernard Shaw.

Iam asked to give you a specimen of spoken English. But first, let me give you a
warning. You think you are hearing my voice. But unless you know how to use your
gramophone properly, what you are hearing maybe grotesquely unlike any sound that
has ever come from my lips.

A few days ago I heard a gramophone record of a speech by Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald, the parliamentary chief of the British Labour Party, who has a fine
deep Scottish voice and a remarkably musical and dignified delivery. What I
heard was a high pitched, sharp, cackling voice, most unmusical, suggesting a
small, egotistical, very ill-mannered man, complaining of something. I said, “That
is not Mr. MacDonald, I know his voice as well as | know my own.” The
gramophone operator assured me that it was and showed me the label on the
record to prove it. I said, “No, that is not Ramsay MacDonald. But let me see
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whether I can find him for you.” Then, as the record started again, I took the
screw, which regulates the speed, and slowed the record down gradually until the
high pitched yapping changed to the deep tones of Mr. MacDonald’s voice. And the
unmusical, quarrelsome self-assertion became the melodious rhetoric of the Scottish
orator. “There,” I said, “that is Mr. MacDonald.”

So you see what you are hearing now is not my voice unless your gramophone
is turning at exactly the right speed. I have records of famous singers and speakers
who are dead; but whose voices I can remember quite well: Adelina Patti, Sarah
Bernard, Charles Santley, Caruso, Tamagno. But they sound quite horrible and silly
until [ have found the right speed for them as I found it for Mr. Macdonalds.

Now the worst of it is that I cannot tell you how to find the right speed for me. Those
of you, who have heard me speak, either face to face with me or over the wireless,
will have no difficulty. You have just to change the speed until you recognize the voice
you remember. But what are you to do, if you have never heard me? Well, I can give
you a hint that will help you. If what you hear is very disappointing and you feel
instinctively, that must be a horrid man, you may be quite sure the speed is wrong.
Slow it down, until you feel that you are listening to an amiable old gentleman of 71
with a rather pleasant Irish voice. Then that is me. All the other people, whom you
hear at the other speeds, are impostors, sham.

Shaws, phantoms who never existed

Iam now going to suppose that you are a foreign student of the English language,
and that you desire to speak it well enough to be understood when you travel in the
British Commonwealth or in America or when you meet a native of those countries.
Or it maybe that you are yourself a native, but that you speak in a provincial or
Cockney dialect of which you are a little ashamed or which perhaps prevents you
from obtaining some employment, which is open to those only who speak what is
called correct English.

Now whether you are a foreigner or a native the first thing I must impress on you
is that there is no such thing as ideally correct English. No two British subjects
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speak exactly alike.

I'am a member of a committee established by the British Broadcasting Corporation,
for the purpose of deciding how the utterances of speakers employed by the
corporation should be pronounced, in order that they should be a model of correct
English speech for the British islands.

All the members of that committee are educated persons, whose speech would pass
as correct and refined in any society or any employment in London. Our chairman is
the poet laureate who is not only an artist, whose materials are the sounds of spoken
English, but a specialist in their pronunciation. One of our members is Sir Johnston
Forbes-Robertson, famous not only as an actor, but for the beauty of his speech. |
was selected for service on the committee because as a writer of plays [ am accustomed
to superintend their rehearsals. And to listen critically to the way in which they are
spoken by actors who are by profession trained speakers, being myself being a public
speaker with a long experience.

That committee knows as much as anyone knows about English speech. And yet its
members do not agree as to the pronunciation of some of the simplest and commonest
words in the English language.

The two simplest and commonest words in any language are yes and no. But no two
members of the committee pronounce them exactly alike. All that can be said is that every
member pronounces them in such a way that they would not only be intelligible in every
English speaking country, but would stamp the speaker as a cultivated person, as
distinguished from an ignorant and illiterate one.

You will say, “Well, that is good enough for me. That is how I desire to speak.”
But which member of the committee will you take for your model? There are
Irish members, Scottish members, Welsh members, Oxford University members,
American members. All recognizable as such by their differences of speech. They
differ also according to the country in which they were born. Now as they all
speak differently it is nonsense to say that they all speak correctly. All we can
claim is that they all speak presentably. And if you speak as they do you will be
understood in any English speaking country and accepted as a person of good

51



social standing. I wish I could offer you your choice among them all as a model.
But for the moment [ am afraid you must put up with me, an Irish man.

I have said enough to you about the fact that no two native speakers of
English speak it alike. But perhaps you are clever enough to ask me whether I
myself always speak it in the same way. [ must confess at once that I do not.
Nobody does.

I'am at present speaking to an audience of many thousands of gramophone
listeners. Many of whom are trying hard to follow my words syllable by syllable.
If I were to speak to you as carelessly as I speak to my wife at home this record
would be useless. And if I were to speak to my wife at home as carefully as [ am
speaking to you she would think that I was going mad. As a public speaker I
have to take care that every word I say is heard distinct-fully at the far end of
large halls containing thousands of people.

But at home, when I have to consider only my wife sitting within six feet of
me at breakfast, I take so little pains with my speech, that very often, instead of
giving me the expected answer, she says, “Don’t mumble and don’t turn your
head away when you speak. I can’t hear a word you are saying”. And she also is
a little careless. Sometimes I have to say, “What?” two or three times during our
meal. And she suspects me of growing deafer and deafer. So she does not say so,
because as [ am now over 70 it might be true. No doubt I ought to speak to my
wife as carefully as I should speak to a queen and she to me as carefully as she
would speak to a king. We ought to, but we don’t. Don’t by the way is short for
do not.

We all have company manners and home manners. If you were to call on a
strange family and to listen through the key hole, not that I would suggest for
a moment that you are capable doing of such a very unladylike or un-
gentlemanlike thing. But still, if in your enthusiasm for studying languages you
could bring yourself to do it, just for a few seconds to hear how a family
speaks to one another, when there is nobody else listening to them, and then
walk into the room and hear how very differently they speak in your presence,
the change would surprise you.
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Even when our home manners are as good as our company manners, and of course
they ought to be much better, they are always different. And the difference is greater
in speech than in anything else.

Suppose I forget to wind my watch and it stops I have to ask somebody to tell
me the time. If T ask a stranger I say, “What o’clock is it?” The stranger hears every
syllable distinctly. But if [ ask my wife all she hears is “Clock’s it”. That is good
enough for her, but it would not be good enough for you.

So I am speaking to you now much more carefully than I speak to her. But please
don’t tell her.

[ am now going to address myself especially to my foreign hearers. I have to give
them another warning of quite a different type. If you are learning English, because
you intend to travel in England and wish to be understood there do not try to speak
English perfectly. Because if you do; no one will understand you.

I have already explained that ‘though there is no such thing as perfectly
correct English, there is presentable English, which we call good English. But in
London 999 out of every thousand people not only speak bad English, but speak
even that very badly. You may say, that even if they do not speak English well
themselves, they can at least understand it when it is well spoken. They can
when the speaker is English. But when the speaker is a foreigner, the better he
speaks, the harder it is to understand him.

No foreigner can ever stress the syllables and make the voice rise and fall
in question and answer assertion and denial, in refusal and consent, in inquiry or
information, exactly as a native does. Therefore the first thing you have to do is to
speak with a strong foreign accent and speak broken English. That is English
without any grammar. Then every English person, to whom you speak, will at
once know that you are a foreigner and try to understand you and be ready to help
you. He will not expect you to be polite and to use elaborate grammatical phrases.
He will be interested in you, because you are a foreigner and pleased by his own
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cleverness in making out your meaning and being able to tell you what you want to
know.

If you say, “Will you have the goodness, sir, to direct me to the railway terminus at
Charing Cross,” pronouncing all the vowels and consonants beautifully, he will not
understand you. And will suspect you of being a beggar or a confidence trickster. But
if you shout, “Please, Charing Cross, which way?”” you will have no difficulty. Half a
dozen people will immediately overwhelm you with directions. Even in private
intercourse with cultivated people you must not speak too well.

Apply this to your attempts to learn foreign languages and never try to speak
them too well. And do not be afraid to travel, you will be surprised to find out how
little you need to know or how badly you may pronounce. Even among English people
to speak too well is a pedantic affectation. In a foreigner it is something worse than an
affectation; it is an insult to the native who cannot understand his own language when
itis too well spoken.

That is all I can tell you. The record will hold no more. Good bye.
34 Summary of the Transcript

‘Spoken and Broken English’ is incorrectly labelled as a prose by countless people
across the millennia whereas it is a transcript of a radio talk and was recorded in
1927. The talk was broadcast over Manhattan’s radio station WNEW, during his
visit to America. It was a part of series of talks entitled “A Treasury of the Spoken
World”. In his speech, the provocative ideas are couched in a simple but lively, witty
and rhetorical style.

In this recording, Shaw first of all ponders on the difficulties in accurately
reproducing an individual human voice given the deficiencies of the playback technology
of the time.

Further in his talk ‘Spoken English and Broken English’, Shaw gives some
instruction to a foreign student of the English Language in regard to speaking
English when he travels in the British Commonwealth or in America or when he
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meets a native of those countries or it may be that he is himself a native but that he
speaks in a provincial or cockney dialect of which he is a little ashamed, or which
perhaps prevents him from obtaining some employment which is open to those only
who speak in correct English.

Shaw says that there is no single model of correct speech in English. Whether
one is a foreigner or native, the first thing that he must remember is that there is no
such thing as ideally correct English. Shaw discusses notions of ‘correct English,’
that is, the proper way in which English should be spoken. To demonstrate his point
further, Shaw says that no two British subjects speak exactly alike. He himself'is a
member of a committee set up by the British Broadcasting Corporation for the
purpose of deciding how the utterances of speakers employed by the corporation
should be pronounced in order that they should be a model of correct speech from
the British Islands. The Chairperson of the Committee is the Poet Laureate who is
an expert in pronunciation. It is also comprised of an actor, who is known for the
beauty of his speech and Shaw who sits on the rehearsal of the plays and critically
listens to the way the professionally trained actors speak, being himself a speaker
of long experience. The committee is comprised of Irish members, Wales’s members,
Scottish members, Oxford University members, American members all recognizable
by their differences of speech. Their speech differs also according to the countries
in which they are born. Shaw says that even the most common of the commonest
words in English like ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ are pronounced differently by different people
of the committee. Though they all speak differently but they all speak presentably
and if a foreign student of the English language speaks as they do he will be understood
in any English speaking country and accepted as a person of good social standing.
Shaw illustrates that even among the educated and the specialists on language; the
manner of speaking is determined by one’s origin, background, training and
workplace.

Shaw stresses that as a public speaker he has to take care that every word
he utters on this radio-talk is understood by his audience. But he confesses that at
home when he speaks to his wife, he takes very little pains with his speech. Shaw
gives examples to demonstrate that in familiar surroundings and in one’s
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exchanges with close friends or relatives, one is quite careless, both in one’s
articulation and in framing full- bodied, grammatical sentences. This is because they
are confident of being understood in these circumstances without seeming rude or
uncivilized. In the public sphere, however, there is no such assurance. Therefore,
one is much more careful with one’s speech while speaking with strangers or on
formal occasions. This section draws an example from Shaw’s own life, namely his
conversations with his wife. He says that speaking to an audience by any stretch of
the imagination is not similar to speaking to his wife. Speaking at home is informal.
He says that his wife always complained that he mumbles and turns his face away
when he speaks to her which made it very difficult for her to understand him. She
also doesn’t take care while talking to him at home and she thinks that he is growing
deafer by each day.

Shaw further says that everyone has company manners and home manner. At
home, people speak in a careless manner but when they speak in the presence of a
stranger they speak very carefully. In order to illustrate his point, Shaw suggests that
an enthusiastic learner of language should spy on a stranger’s way of speaking at
home by listening through the keyhole just for few seconds and look at the difference
of how one speaks at home and in public. Even when their home manners are as
good as their company manners they are always different and the difference is greater
in speech than in anything else. Shaw illustrates how everyone, irrespective of whether
they are educated or uneducated, speaks differently in public and in private.

Shaw now advises foreigners on how to communicate in English while
travelling in English speaking countries. Shaw warns the foreigners that if they
are learning English because they intend to travel in England and wish to be
understood there, they must not try to speak English perfectly because if they do,
no one will understand them. He further says that though there is no such thing as
perfectly correct English, there is presentable English which is called ‘good
English’, but in London, nine hundred and ninety-nine out of every thousand
people not only speak bad English but speak even that very badly. Even if they do
not speak well themselves they can at least understand it when it is well spoken.
The native English understands the language well when the speaker is English,
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but when the speaker is a foreigner, the better he speaks, the harder it is to
understand him. A native will not expect a foreigner to use elaborate grammatical
phrases. No foreigner can ever stress the syllables and make the voice rise and
fall in question and answer; assertion and denial, in refusal and consent, in enquiry
or information, exactly as a native does. Therefore the first thing they have to
do is to speak with a strong foreign accent and speak broken English without
grammar. Then every English person to whom he speaks will at once know that
he is a foreigner and try to understand him and be ready to help him.

Shaw advises the foreigners against the pedantic affectation of too-correct
English. He says that among natives to speak too well is seen as a pedantic
affectation and in a foreigner, it is worse than that and is considered as an insult.
A native English speaker will be interested in him because he is a foreigner and
will help him with what he wants to know if the foreigner speaks in broken
English.

3.5 Central Idea :

The central idea of Shaw’s radio talk ‘Spoken English and Broken English’ is that
a speaker of English language should emphasize more on the communicating part
rather than the correctness of the language. In this talk, Shaw highlights the
importance of understandable English in a speech over Correct English. An ardent
advocate of the simplification of language Shaw says that even educated native
speakers do not speak English correctly and says that there is nothing that can be
called